PRAIRIE REGION HEALTH AND SAFETY COMMITTEE
REPORT TO THE PRAIRIE REGION COUNCIL
FEBRUARY 2 - 4, 2024

The PSAC Regional Health and Safety Committee welcomed several new members
following the completion of component convention elections. We have held two
committee meetings since the start of the PRC term. These meetings were focused on
final preparations for the Prairie Region Health and Safety Conference and the Regional
Town Hall.

The Prairie Region Health and Safety Conference was held in Calgary from December
1st to 3rd. There were around 60 members in attendance. Topics included PPE for
Women, the effects of shift work, climate change as an H&S issue, Duty to
Accommodate, WCB and Psychological Injury. A panel discussion also occurred
regarding difficulties activists and workplaces are facing and how the H&S committee
can help.

A Prairie Region Health and Safety Town Hall was hosted on December 12th, 2023.
Over 30 members were in attendance. Clint Wirth presented on considerations for
return to the workplace and keeping workers safe. A continuation of the panel
discussion from the conference that was previously hosted.

Member consultation at the Conference and the Town Hall provided valuable
information to guide the committee over the term. Members are looking for more
education on the functioning of workplace committees, rights and responsibilities of
representatives and similar topics around law, policy, supporting members and
interacting with the employer. A push for hybrid options of training was clear, members
feel more engaged in person but want the options to remain available when in person
attendance is not possible. A series of shorter topics over a few months was also
suggested and supported, along the lines of a building course of lectures. This was
widely supported and making the lectures available for self directed study later was also
suggested. Members echoed the need to look at mental health injury and consider
avenues to implement requirements for mental health first aiders in the workplace in
addition to physical health. Members are interested in continuing the work on gender
equality in PPE, the impacts of shift work and workload. Finding avenues to support
encouraging the membership at large to support their workplace health and safety
committees was also noted.

The committee looks forward to expanding on these goals and topics in the future and
continuing to engage and support the membership.



Respectfully submitted on behalf of the Prairie Region Council Health and Safety
Committee.

Alex Creamer
Chair
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