Public Service Alliance of Canada
Regional Women’s Committee
General Meeting
April 17, 2024 @ 18:00 — Virtual

Minutes
In attendance:
Michelle Lang — DCL 40005 Erin McKim — USJE 40008
Angie Conklin — CEIU 40808 Wendy Koenig — CEIU 40810
Angela Starr - CEIU 40811 - Voter Jessica Bonish — CEIU 40811 — Observer
Melanie Friesen — CEIU 40806 Amy Stoik — CEIU — 40811 — Observer
Diane White - PSAC Rep Heather Facette — Parks Canada 40340

Regrets:
Daniela Furkert — DCL 40005

Guests:
Sherry Hunt — PRC Women’s Representative (Agriculture Union from Lethbridge)

1. Call to Order:
Michelle Lang called the meeting to order @ 18:04 and provided the Land Acknowledgement
and identified our Harassment Resource person will be Dee White.

2. Roll Call
There are 3 members in attendance from Local 40811. Discussion held among them and
Angela Starr will be the voter, if required. Jessica Bonish and Amy Stoik will be observers.

3. Approval of the Agenda:

Michelle asked if we could add two things to the agenda; one under old business Reporting
Package and one under New Business for our Guest Speaker Sherry Hunt.

All agreed to the additions.

4. Approval of minutes from last meting(s)

Feb 27, 2023 — reviewed — Motion to adopt the minutes — Amy Stoik made a motion to adopt the
February minutes, Michelle Seconded. Jessica abstains as she is on the phone and is unable to
view them. Jessica asked if going forward the previous minutes could be sent out with the
agenda for ease of access. Approval of outstanding minutes on hold.

Michelle will send the minutes from the Feb 27, 2023 & Dec 4, 2023 meetings and March 7,
2024 meeting out for review and move the approval of them to the next meeting.

All minutes can be reviewed here: https://prairies.psac.com/regina-womens-committee-meeting-
minutes/

5. Financial Report:
Michelle advised Dani is away and a report was not submitted. Michelle advised that the
balance currently sits at $1,136.03 and nothing has come through the account


https://prairies.psac.com/regina-womens-committee-meeting-minutes/
https://prairies.psac.com/regina-womens-committee-meeting-minutes/

6. Approval of Financial Report
Michelle makes a motion to pass the financial report; Angie Conklin 2"

7. Old Business:

5.1 May 5™ Event for the National Day of Awareness for Missing and Murdered
Indigenous Women (MMIWG) — Michelle has 9 dresses from thrift stores she has bought to
donate. We will meet on May 4" @ 1:00 PM at the Regional Office (RO) to get the dresses
ready. We can print off stats and the Calls to Action from the MMIWG Commission to pin to the
dresses to raise awareness. We will be hanging them in the park; if you are in a different
community, you can do this as well and hang them where you see fit. Angie will be doing that in
Weyburn.

5.2 Reporting Package — Added — We are not in good standing at the moment and we
can’t spend any money. (1) We need to get our signing authorities in order. Signing authority will
be as follows: Michelle Lang Chair Person, Daniela Furkert Treasurer, Erin McKim Secretary. All
previous signing authorities will be removed. We will need a copy of AGM Minutes to take to the
bank. Michelle to go to RO on Friday, April 19" to begin the process. Once signatures are in
place, we need to reissue the stale dated cheque that was written to Sofia House, if that wasn’t
done. (2) All draft minutes need to be approved and the “Draft” wording removed. (3) the Draft
minutes from Feb 27, 2023 need to reflect AGM in their title and indicate the name of the
committee in the header. (4) Financial Statements approved at AGM were not included in the
package — Michelle will amend the AGM minutes and submit them to the RO for posting.

8. New business:

Guest Speaker, Sherry Hunt — PRC Women'’s Representative:

— The finance packages are important for accountability to the members. There are a few
committees that need to tidy up their books.

- Prairie School for Union Women — applications are open. If you would like to do it, PSAC
sponsors one member to go, there is an application process. Don’t leave anything blank - if you
don’t have the experience put something in there of what you plan to do, or are doing, to get the
experience. If you leave it blank, the application will be | be removed.
https://prairies.psac.com/apply-now-prairie-school-for-union-women-2024/
https://sfl.sk.ca/events/2024-prairie-school-for-union-women

Dee spoke to this: It is a project done by SK Federation of Labour. It is for women from SK, AB
and MB. It is 5 days long, all-inclusive camp style program. There are different courses you can
sign up for and each course is the full time period. It's an extensive learning opportunity for
everyone. The fun does not end when the course stops, there are activities where all the groups
get together, there are guest speakers, games, a fun night where everyone performs including
the facilitators; it's quite entertaining. It's a once in a lifetime experience and highly
recommended. You will come away feeling female solidarity and you will learn about different
topics. It is worthwhile, if you can, try to get to at least one in your union career.

This year it is in Regina at the University. Last year it was in Saskatoon. It has been held for
many years at Waskesiu but there was a change of ownership and the prices have increased.

It will always be located in SK as it's a SK Federation Labour initiative.

— There was a webinar on Gender and Occupational Health and Safety last week by Dr, Karen
Messing. It is available on YouTube for everyone to view. It was a great webinar. If we want
everyone to be safe, we need to know the risks.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CjOznIS59AY



https://prairies.psac.com/apply-now-prairie-school-for-union-women-2024/
https://sfl.sk.ca/events/2024-prairie-school-for-union-women
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CjOznIS59AY

- Pink tax project — PSAC HR Committee that Sherry is part of is planning on doing a campaign,
however the material has not yet been provided. Sherry is going to run a contest — Pink tax is
discriminatory pricing women experience ie razors — if a razor is pink it is more expensive and/or
you get less in a pack than if it were a regular looking razor and/or a man’s razor. Other
examples — short hair cuts for women vs men are more expensive. The contest is for all of us to
get out in the world and if you find examples of discriminatory pricing, send Sherry an email:
hunts@psac-afpc.com with a photo of the two items to show the price difference and the day
before Convention she will draw names from a hat and the winner will receive a copy of the
book The Pink Tax by Janine Rogan https://www.pinktaxbook.com/

Your name will be entered as many times as you find a discriminatory item and provide it to
Sherry.

- There is a grade 11 student in Ottawa who has started her own petition on change.org to get
rid of the pink tax. She has almost 12,000 signatures and she is hoping to gather 15,000.
Support this student if you are willing.
https://globalnews.ca/news/10402228/pink-tax-canada-petition/
https://www.change.org/p/eliminate-the-pink-tax-in-canada-through-legislative-action

- Angie C mentioned she was at a President Conference last week and received beading kits
and a knowledge keeper came in and spoke and showed them how to make pins. Angie got her
name and asked her about costing for a potential event for us. She said for approx. 30 kits,
each kit contains 3 pins, it was approx. $400. It had everything in it: string, needle, scissors, you
can put lavender or cedar in them and bead over it. Angie has her name and number, she’s
from MB. It was a very good session.

9. Actions:

Who What When

Michelle Circulate the draft minutes for the Feb 27 | Prior to next meeting
& Dec 4, 2023 and March 27, 2024 for
approval at next meeting

Anyone available | Meet at the PSAC Regional Office to May 4 @ 1:00 PM
prepare the red dresses for May 5"
Michelle Michelle to go to RO to begin the process | April 19™
for changing the bank signatures.

- Will need a copy of AGM Minutes to
provide to the bank

- Once signatures are in place we need
to reissue the stale dated cheque that
was written to Sofia House, if not done.

Michelle “‘DRAFT” minutes Feb 27, 2023 on the Prior to next meeting
website need to show as AGM and
should indicate the name of the
committee in the header. Revise minutes
and submit to Regional Office for posting
to the website.

Michelle Submit 2024 AGM minutes with Financial | Prior to next meeting
Statements to REVP Office and to
Regional Office for posting.



mailto:hunts@psac-afpc.com
https://www.pinktaxbook.com/
https://globalnews.ca/news/10402228/pink-tax-canada-petition/
https://www.change.org/p/eliminate-the-pink-tax-in-canada-through-legislative-action

10. Adjournment: 6:49 PM



