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On May 12th, 2022, Neha Channan resigned her role as the Young Worker Representative, as 
she had accepted an excluded position. As I had been elected as the Alternate to the position 
at the last Prairies Region Convention, I assumed the role. It is imperative to thank Neha for 
the work she did in her time on PRC and wish her the best in the future.  
 
When I became the Young Worker Representative, the planning for a Young Workers 
Conference was as already well underway. The conference took place in Edmonton on June 
18th and 19th, 2022 and focused on resiliency. There were about 15 attendees, mostly in 
person, but a few were also able to attend virtually, signalling a very welcome return to in 
person conferences. The attendees identified a breadth of experience in union, from newer 
members, to local executive members up to a member of the PA Bargaining team. On day 
one, attendees heard about mobilization from Connor Spencer and enjoyed a panel 
discussion with local NDP MP Blake Desjarlais, REVP Marianne Hladun and Connor Spencer. 
In conjunction with the Academic Conference, a mobilization event took place at MLA Kaycee 
Madu's office with respect to a provincial Bill that will impact our Academic members choice in 
representation; this was a first introduction for many of the Young Workers to public action 
and activism. Day one was capped with an informal social gathering. On day two we were 
presented with a presentation on resiliency by a pair of respected Indigenous leaders and 
PSAC staff led a workshop on activism and engaging with members. It was a very successful 
conference.  
 
The conference also allowed for me to network and engage with Young Workers from around 
the region. We discussed the needs of Young Workers and how they can be unique to the 
group, or also similar to other represented groups, or the general worker base. I spent time 
laying the groundwork and speaking about the benefits of restarting our Young Workers 
Committees across the region. I committed to start reaching out to members after the summer 
to start these processes.  
 
Looking into the coming months, I plan to follow through with the momentum generated from 
the conference and the engagement of the attendees. I hope to be successful in being able to 
form executives to restart some committees. I will also be gathering further info on how to 
engage the other Young Workers who are currently not being reached. 
 
Submitted in Solidarity,  
 
Alex Creamer  


